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Submission from Anonymous 

I am a PhD student at the University of Stirling, and I am writing with some thoughts 
on the barriers disabled students face in higher education. I have MS and identify as 
disabled, as well as part of the disabled people's movement. 

Iain Hutchison suggested me to submit something, but unfortunately I have been 
struggling to draw up a proper report. 

The main issues I think it would be helpful for the committee to consider concern 
extensions on assignments for undergraduate students, and benefits. 

 Regarding the former, as a teaching assistant I have been noticing the harmful way 
in which the (im)possibility of receiving an extension is enshrined in university 
regulations. These stress the exceptional nature of the extension, and vulnerable 
students in my classes, especially those experiencing mental health issues, regularly 
fail to apply for an extension, while emailing to me to apologise for the delay in 
submitting their work, and for the poor quality of the work, and explaining these in 
relation to mental health issues they have been grappling with. It is to no avail that I 
prompt them to apply for an extension and explain to them their right to appl. 

Regarding benefits, the way in which full-time students are not eligible to apply 
for JSA and ESA reduces many disabled students who do not have sufficient 
financial support from their families to poverty and reliance on hardship grants. This 
is compounded by the structure of funding for postgraduate programmes: these 
cover a set amount of time, and no extension of the funding is envisioned. As 
disabled researchers, most of us are likely to take longer to complete our 
programmes, which inevitably leaves us without funding at the end of our 
programme, and without the possibility to apply for JSA or ESA. Only the possibility 
for the extension of funding for disabled postgraduate researchers, alongside the 
eligibility for full-time students to apply for JSA and ESA, would make higher 
education financially accessible to disabled students. 
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